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	U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E


COLONEL WILLIAM J. BENDER
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Colonel William J. Bender is the Vice Commander, 21st Expeditionary Mobility Task Force (21 EMTF), McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.  The 21 EMTF provides rapid, tailored, worldwide air mobility response to combatant commanders’ needs.  Reporting through Eighteenth Air Force, the 21 EMTF extends existing Air Mobility Command infrastructure, through en route employment and rapid forward deployment capabilities.  The 21 EMTF presents mission-ready command and control, aerial port, aircraft maintenance and support personnel, as well as airlift, air refueling, aeromedical evacuation and airfield opening planning and execution expertise to project and sustain combat forces worldwide.

Colonel Bender was born on January 1, 1961, in Buffalo, NY.  He earned a Bachelor of Engineering Degree in Electrical Engineering from Manhattan College and a Master of Arts Degree in Business Administration from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University and in National Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College.  Colonel Bender was commissioned as a second lieutenant in May 1983 and is a command pilot with over 4,000 hours in the T-37, T-38, C/KC-135A/E/R, EC-18B, E/KE-3A/B, C-141B and C-17A.

EDUCATION
	1983
	Bachelor of Engineering Degree, Electrical Engineering, Manhattan College, N.Y.

	1986
	Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala. (residence and correspondence)

	1989
	Master of Arts Degree, Business Administration, Embry Riddle Aeronautical Univ., Fla.

	1995
	Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	1996
	Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Va.

	1999
	Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. (correspondence)

	2002
	Master of Arts Degree, National Strategic Studies, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.


ASSIGNMENTS
	1.
	December 1983 – November 1984, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Vance AFB, Okla.

	2.
	May 1985 – January 1989, KC-135 Flight Commander, Loring AFB, Maine

	3.
	January 1989 – September 1992, Wing Executive Officer, Wright-Patt AFB, Ohio

	4.
	September 1992 – August 1994, Flight Test Assistant Operations Officer, Tinker AFB, Okla.

	5.
	August 1994 – June 1995, ACSC Student, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	6.
	July 1995 – August 1997, Joint Staff Officer, HQUSEUCOM, Stuttgart, Germany

	7.
	August 1997 – April 1998, Assistant Operations Officer, C-141 Pilot, McChord AFB, Wash.

	8.
	April 1998 – September 1998, Operations Officer, 4th Airlift Squadron, McChord AFB, Wash.

	9.
	September 1998 – February 2000, Commander, 4th Airlift Squadron, McChord AFB, Wash.

	10.
	February 2000 – July 2001, Special Assistant to the AMC Commander, Scott AFB, Ill.

	11.
	July 2001 – June 2002, USAWC Student, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

	12.
	September 2002 – May 2004, Commander, 437th Operations Group, Charleston AFB, S.C. 

	13.
	Present: Vice Commander, 21st Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, McGuire AFB, N.J.


FLIGHT INFORMATION
	Rating:
	Command Pilot

	Flight Hours:
	More than 4,000

	Aircraft Flown:
	T-37, T-38, C/KC-135A/E/R, EC-18B, E/KE-3A/B, C-141B, C-17A


MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
	Legion of Merit

	Defense Meritorious Service Medal

	Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

	Aerial Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster

	Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster

	Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters


EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
	Second Lieutenant
	May 22, 1983

	First Lieutenant
	May 22, 1985

	Captain
	May 22, 1987

	Major
	March 1, 1994

	Lieutenant Colonel
	January 1, 1998

	Colonel
	August 1, 2002


(Current as of May 2004)






