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1. 26th ANNUAL RETIREE GOLF TOURNAMENT.  The date for the retiree golf tournament is Aug 14, 2004. We are looking forward to another fine tournament this year and urge all of you golfers (and duffers) to come out and enjoy a great day of golf. The entry fee for this year is $30 per person plus greens fees if you are not an annual member of the McGuire Golf Course, plus the cost of a shared power cart if you will be riding. The entry fee includes prizes, buffet lunch and refreshments.  We are continuing the individual competition by flights, with full handicaps with the USGA maximum of 36. Handicaps will be verified before play by your official handicap card issued by your home course. If you do not have your handicap card with you, you will be placed in the PEORIA flight. When we say official handicap, we mean one that is on record, current and can be verified at the golf course maintaining the handicap. If you don’t have an official handicap, please enter NONE on your entry block. Golf carts will be reserved on a request basis.  There were plenty of carts to accommodate everyone wanting one last year and we expect the same situation this year. There will be a tournament check-in table. To simplify the check-in process, payment of greens fees and payment of cart fees, we are requesting that you pay all charges when you send in your entry form. In this way, there will be no waiting in line to pay fees. Just make sure you make out your check or money order to cover ALL CHARGES. The fee schedule is as follows: ENTRY FEE  $30; MILITARY GREENS FEE $15; CIVILIAN GREENS FEE $25; SHARED POWER CART $11. Advance annual greens fees payers at McGuire will not pay greens fees. The McGuire golf course is a non-metal spike course. Only soft spike shoes are permitted. SHOTGUN START AT 8:30 a.m. SHARP!  (Entry form on page 3.)

2. IMPORTANT NOTICE; SPECIAL SATURDAY SCHEDULE TO RENEW ID CARDS. The Customer Service Office of the 305th Mission Support Squadron has scheduled a special Saturday for retirees and dependents to renew ID cards. The date is Aug 28, 2004; time is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., place is Customer Service, Bldg 2916. Both the main and 24-hour gates will be open. The Saturday schedule is primarily to make up for the problems encountered in renewing ID cards during Retiree Appreciation Day on April 24. MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR Aug. 28, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
3. SOCIAL SECURITY CREDITS FOR MILITARY SERVICE. People who served in the military before 1957 did not pay into Social Security directly, but when they apply for benefits, their records are credited with special earnings for Social Security purposes that count toward any benefits that may be payable. In January 2002, the Defense Appropriations Act (Public Law 107-117), stopped the special extra earnings that have been credited to military service personnel. Military service in 2002 and future years no longer qualifies for these special extra earnings. Qualifications for the social security credit are as follows: a. service from 1978 thru 2001: for every $300 in active duty basic pay, you are credited with an additional $100 in earnings up to a maximum of $1200 per year; b. service from 1957 thru 1977: you are credited with $300 in additional earnings for each quarter in which you received active duty pay; c. service from 1940 thru 1958: under certain circumstances you may be credited with $160 a month in earnings for military service. For further information check with your local Social Security office or go to web site http://ssa-custhelp.ssa.gov. Have your DD 214 available. We also expect that the next issue of  AFTERBURNER will have an article on this subject.

4. NEW TRICARE RETAIL PHARMACY PROGRAM CONTRACT.  The new TRICARE Retail Pharmacy (TRRx) contract began June 1, 2004. This contract covers beneficiaries located in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands and Guam. The contractor is Express Scripts, Inc., the same contractor that handles the TRICARE Mail Order Pharmacy program. This contract has approximately 53,000 civilian pharmacies in the nationwide network and provides a single company to manage one uniform retail pharmacy benefit across all TRICARE regions. This makes portability of this benefit a fact whenever and wherever you need to get a prescription filled at a TRICARE Retail Pharmacy. Co-payments remain the same, $3 for generic or $9 for brand-name prescription for a 30-day supply. To locate a network pharmacy, you may use the TRICARE pharmacy locator service available on the Express Scripts web site at http://www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE or call toll free 866-363-8779. The Retail Pharmacy program is not available for beneficiaries who reside or travel outside of the US or its territories.

 5. IMPORTANT NOTICE: TRICARE FOR LIFE (TFL) BRIEFING IS SCHEDULED. The McGuire Ambulatory Health Care Clinic and Sierra Military Health Care Services have scheduled an important TRICARE FOR LIFE briefing for 10 a.m., Oct. 22, 2004, at McGuire Base Theater. Special preparations have been made to bring you up to date on the very latest information on this medical program that is available to all military retirees and their spouses who are 65 and older and are enrolled in Medicare Part B. Even  if you are not yet age 65, we urge you to come and learn about TFL. There will be plenty of time for questions and answers. The program has been in effect since Oct 1, 2001 and is working very well. We are giving you this information now because there will not be another McGuire Retiree Newsletter until late November this year. MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OCT. 22, 2004 AT THE BASE THEATER. TIME IS  10 a.m. SEE YOU THERE.

6. NEW COMBAT RELATED SPECIAL COMPENSATION GUIDANCE (CRSC). The Department of Defense (DOD) released the new rules for processing CRSC applications in late April of this year. Effective Jan. 1, 2004, this instruction replaces the guidance introduced last year. The major change is the expansion of eligibility to include ALL combat-related disabilities (previously, only disabilities rated at 60 percent or higher or disabilities associated with a Purple Heart could qualify). The recent guidance provides information on two previously unresolved issues, Special Monthly Compensation (SMC) and compensation for individual unemployability (IU). Both issues will be assessed after the services have determined which of the applicant’s disabilities are deemed combat-related. In the case of SMC, the services must resolve whether any of the combat-related disabilities constitute grounds for the SMC award. To make these determinations, the CRSC processing branches will be assisted by the VA. IU determinations will be based on the retiree’s overall combat-related disability percentage. If the services award CRSC at 60 percent or greater, and the applicant also has been determined by the VA to be unemployable, then CRSC will be paid at the 100 percent rate, retroactive to Jan. 1, 2004 as applicable. Retirees eligible under both concurrent receipt and CRSC criteria must choose between the two forms of compensation. Recipients will have the option of changing their election on a yearly basis, so as to choose the more advantageous option, as concurrent receipt payment amounts will increase each year for the next nine years. The Defense Accounting & Finance Service (DFAS) is in the process of developing this election system. Applicants also have the option of authorizing DFAS to automatically pay whichever amount is higher. The current application form is available at the McGuire Retiree Activities Office or on the Internet at www.moaa.org/legislative/retirement/crscfinalguidance.pdf. This information is provided courtesy of the Military Officers Association.

7. MEDICARE PART B PENALTY RELIEF. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services are working with the Department of Defense and the Social Security Administration to identify all beneficiaries who are affected by the new legislation that would prevent (or remove) penalties for those who did not enroll in Medicare Part B when they first became eligible at age 65. This provision is in Section 

625 of the Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003, “Waiver of Part B Late Enrollment Penalty for certain Military Retirees; Special Enrollment Period.” Members of the military retired community who have Medicare Part A (Hospitalization) but are not enrolled in Medicare Part B may enroll in Part B without a premium surcharge during a special enrollment period that will be announced on the TRICARE Web site, www.tricare.osd.mil. Though the start date is unknown, it will continue through December 2004. Those eligible individuals entitled to Medicare Part B between January 2001 and December 2004 who are paying more than $66.60 per month for Medicare Part B will see their premiums reduced beginning January 2004 and refunds will be made for any excess premiums paid. The reduction and refund will be done automatically.

8. HEALTHNET TAKES OVER AS MANAGED CARE SUPPORT CONTRACTOR 1 SEP 2004. Patients at the McGuire AFB clinic should notice very few changes Sept. 1 when a new TRICARE contractor takes over. Healthnet Federal Services was awarded the 2.2 billion contract for the new TRICARE North Region which includes New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and 18 other states. The new TRICARE contract will leave the basic benefit structure of TRICARE Prime, Extra, Standard and Plus and enrollment unchanged. Several phone numbers will change beginning Sept. 1. Effective Sept. 1, 2004 the new number for making appointments will be 1-866-377-2778. Appointments can be made between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Appointments may also be made at www.tricareonline.com. For urgent care questions after normal duty hours, patients can call 1-888-223-2448. During normal duty hours, contact your primary care manager’s clinic with any questions. Beneficiaries with questions concerning claims, enrollment, and out of area care will also have a new number to call, 1-877-TRICARE, beginning Sept. 1. Additional information is available from the beneficiary counseling and assistance coordinators at McGuire, Ms. Dolores Pernik, at 609 754-9082 or Ms. Doris Harris at 609 754-9083.

9. RECEIVING THE McGUIRE RETIREE NEWSLETTER “USAF ALUMNI REPORT” BY E-MAIL. We are beginning discussions about sending our retiree newsletter electronically to those of you who would like that method. The process would be something similar to how the Afterburner is offering the option. We ARE NOT planning to suspend mailing the newsletter. However, for those who have the equipment and desire to get the newsletter by e-mail we hope to be able to do that.  There are some definite advantages to e-mail. It’s much faster, you get the newsletter without any delay and the financial bottom line is that printing and mailing costs are reduced. What we need from those of you wanting to use e-mail is a note to us giving us your complete address, including, rank, full name, mailing address, with zip code, and your e-mail address. That will give us a base to start from. Our e-mail address is mcgrao@mcguire.af.mil. We don’t have a timetable established for this proposal, but it will take a few months to get organized. Let us know how you feel about this.
10. ADVANCE AIR FORCE SPACE  “A” LODGING RESERVATIONS. The Air Force has finally changed its requirement that Space “A” lodging reservations can only be made 24 hours in advance. Lodging managers may now accept and confirm advance reservations for Priority 2 (Space Available) up to 30 days in advance of the arrival date for up to three-night accommodations, space permitting on actual and projected occupancy rates. The following occupancy rates and days in advance apply: a. when occupancy rate is 86 percent and higher, reservations may be made three days in advance; b. when occupancy rate is 85% or less, reservations may be made up to seven days in advance; c. when occupancy rate is are 80% or less, reservations may be made up to two weeks in advance; d. when 
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occupancy rate is  65 percent or less, reservations may be made up to 30 days in advance. In further explaining this policy, Air Force has directed that Priority 1 customers will not “bump” Priority 2 customers with confirmed reservations, nor will they bump them once they are assigned quarters for a specific period of time. An exception to this would be in times of contingency, emergency, or when the installation commander determines higher priority exists. For further information, check with the applicable lodging office.

11. THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS NATIONWIDE GRAVESITE LOCATOR. The nationwide grave locator contains more than three million records of veterans and dependents buried in VA’s 120 cemeteries since the Civil War. It also has records of some burials in state veterans’ cemeteries and burials in Arlington National Cemetery from 1999 to the present. The site displays the same information that visitors to national cemeteries find on kiosks or in written ledgers to locate gravesites: name, dates of birth and death, period of military service, branch of service and rank if known, the cemetery’s location and phone number, plus the grave’s precise location. The home page, “Burial and Memorial Benefits,” allows the reader to select the Nationwide Gravesite locator to begin a search. The Web site www.cem.va.gov will be updated nightly with information on burials the previous day.

12. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. The need for volunteers remains at a high level. We have a special need to fill vacancies at our McGuire Office, Wing Staff agencies and the Medical Clinic. Your volunteer assistance will help provide the best possible service to the military retired community. In addition to our normal duties we are also asking for your help in the McGuire Youth Mentoring Program. Your participation will provide valuable support for active duty families. WE NEED YOUR HELP! As little as one half day per week would be a tremendous help. We are providing a brief form for you to fill out and return to us at Retiree Activities Office, 2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB NJ 08641-5004. If returning this form is not convenient, PLEASE call us at 609 754-2459 or email us at mcgrao@mcguire.af.mil.

NAME____________________________ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________

DUTY PREFERENCE ____________________________________WHICH DAY_______________________A.M. or P.M.

TELEPHONE NUMBER __________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ENTRY BLANK FOR THE 26th ANNUAL RETIREES GOLF TOURNAMENT, 14 AUGUST 2004

NAME____________________________________________RANK________PHONE_________________________(include area code)

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Enter ALL tournament information for ALL players (including the name entered above) in the appropriate space below.  Please enter the dollar amounts as necessary.

NAME____________________________________RANK______HANDICAP_________GOLF COURSE_________________________

Entry Fee________Military Greens Fee________Civilian Greens Fee__________Shared Cart________Total Fees___________________

NAME____________________________________RANK______HANDICAP_________GOLF COURSE_________________________

Entry Fee________Military Greens Fee________Civilian Greens Fee__________Shared Cart________Total Fees___________________

NAME____________________________________RANK______HANDICAP_________GOLF COURSE_________________________

Entry Fee________Military Greens Fee________Civilian Greens Fee__________Shared Cart________Total Fees___________________

NAME____________________________________RANK______HANDICAP_________GOLF COURSE_________________________

Entry Fee________Military Greens Fee________Civilian Greens Fee__________Shared Cart________Total Fees___________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF GOLF RESERVATIONS_______                             TOTAL AMOUNT PAID FOR ALL ENTRANTS_________

NOTE:  TOTAL COST FOR ALL FEES FOR MILITARY PLAYERS WILL BE $56.00.  FOR CIVILIANS $66.00.  IF YOU PLAN TO WALK, REDUCE THE FEES BY $11.00 AND ENTER WALK IN THE SHARED CART BLANK. Advance annual greens fee payers at McGuire will not pay greens fees. Make checks payable to:  Retiree Activities Office.  MAIL YOUR ENTRY BLANK AND PAYMENT TO:  Retiree Activities Office, 305MSG/CVR, 2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB NJ 08641-5004.  You may also sign up and pay at the golf course or the Retiree Activities Office.  Be sure to indicate whom you want in your group.  We will have a SHOTGUN START AT 0830 SHARP.  Be sure to include your telephone number and complete address.
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13. IMPORTANT McGUIRE INFORMATION:

>Retiree Hats, Jackets and T-Shirts. Please note the additional costs for shipping that Ron has had to apply because of rising cost of goods and mailing. All products carry the embroidered retiree logo. Note the new design and material of the jacket and that a very nice pima cotton golf shirt is now available for $25 plus $3 shipping. T-shirts are dark blue. Sizes are L, XL and XXL. Prices are $13.50 and $14.50 for the XXL; material is 50 percent cotton and 50 percent nylon. Add $3 for shipping. Hats are dark blue adjustable. Summer and winter weights are available. Summer hats are $14, winter hats are $15. Add $2 for shipping if ordering two or more. The design and material of the jacket have changed. The material is now a microfiber with a suede-like finish. Color is still dark blue. The entire jacket, including collar, cuffs and waistband, is the same microfiber material with a zipper closing. Jackets are $43.50; XXL is $44.50; add $3.95 for shipping. Allow six weeks for delivery. Call 609 466-1008 for more information.

>Air Force Retired Decal. Increasing costs over the past few years have necessitated a minimal increase in price to $2 each. This is a quality product and we will continue to keep the price as low as possible. We have decals available in any number you may need. The size is 3”x5”. And it’s red, white and blue. The design is similar to the insignia seen on Army Air Force aircraft at the beginning of WWII, with “Air Force Retired” printed across the top. Cost of the decal is $2 each. Send you order to the Retiree Activities Office, 305MSG/CVR, 2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB NJ 08641-5004.

>USAF Retired Automobile License Plate- New Jersey. This special license plate is now available in your own personalized choice. Members of the NJ retired community may still apply for our basic organizational design with the USAF coat of arms and words USAF RETIRED. In addition, our organizational plate can be issued in combination with a PERSONALIZED set from three to five letters and/or numbers, or as a COURTESY plate with a State Senator-approved letter/number sequence. The fees for these plates vary depending on your selected combination! To get instructions and application forms, send a SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED BUSINESS-SIZE ENVELOPE to Retiree Activities Office, 305MSG/CVR, 2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB NJ 08641-5004. And PLEASE tell us which plate or combination you will be requesting! The instructions will include the plate cost and any limitations.

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed by the writers of this newsletter are their own and should not be construed to be the official position or policy of DoD, USAF, or McGuire Air Force Base. Editorial efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the information presented; however, no absolute guarantee can be given or assumed. The Editor. The Thomas B. McGuire Memorial Foundation insert is included at no expense to the U.S. government.
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