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Colonel Edward M. Minahan 

Colonel Edward M. “Mike” Minahan is vice commander, 305th Air Mobility Wing, McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.  He assists the wing commander in overseeing the combined efforts of all operations and support activities associated with the wing’s worldwide air mobility mission.  The aircraft assigned to the 305th -- 10 C-141s and 32 KC-10s -- participate in airland, airdrop and aerial refueling taskings that support national security directives, combat operations and State Department-sponsored humanitarian relief efforts worldwide. 

Colonel Minahan graduated from the US Air Force Academy in 1986 and completed undergraduate pilot training at Vance Air Force Base, OK in 1987.  He has held numerous positions in operational flying units, and has served in headquarters staff positions at the unified command and major command levels.  He is a command pilot with more than 3,500 flight hours in T-37, KC-135, C-141 and KC-10 aircraft.

EDUCATION:

1986
Bachelor of science degree in general studies, US Air Force Academy, Colo.

1993
Distinguished graduate, Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1995
Master of aerospace science degree, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Fla.

1997
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

2001
Air War College, Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. (Non-residence)

2004
Master of strategic studies, Air War College, Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. 

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. August 1986 – September 1987, undergraduate pilot training, Vance Air Force Base, Okla.

2. March 1988 – September 1993, KC-135 instructor pilot, Plattsburgh Air Force Base, N.Y.

3. December 1993 – June 1996, assistant wing executive officer, flight commander, C-141B instructor pilot, McChord Air Force Base, Wash.

4. June 1996 – June 1997, student, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

5. June 1997 – January 2000, counternarcotics operations officer, J – 3, U.S. Pacific Command, Camp Smith, Hawaii

6. May 2000 – June 2002, commander, 93d Air Refueling Squadron, Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash.

7. June 2002 – June 2003, deputy chief, Commander’s Action Group, Headquarters Air Mobility Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

8. July 2003 – June 2004, student, Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

9. June 2004 – present, vice commander, 305th Air Mobility Wing, McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating:
Command Pilot

Flight hours:
More than 3,500

Aircraft flown:
T-37, KC-135, C-141, and KC-10
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Bronze Star

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Medal with oak leaf cluster

Aerial Achievement Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Joint Service Achievement Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant
May 28, 1986

First Lieutenant
May 28, 1988

Captain
May 28, 1990

Major
Aug 1, 1996

Lieutenant Colonel
May 1, 2000

Colonel
Aug. 1, 2004 

(Current as of August 2004)
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